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BY TRACY HEWLETT - MAHI TAHI & TUAKANA TEAM LEADER

Wow! what an awesome start to 2020! Yes...the holidays went by in a flash, but we're all
back and raring to go! It has been wonderful to see the students settling into their new
learning spaces. This year we have merged our year 4, 5 and 6 team together, to create
Mahi Tahi/Tuakana (MTT for short!) and I have the pleasure of leading this talented
team.  We're sharing a little about "who we are" in our first newsletter. The students are
sharing so much about themselves in their classrooms, now it's our turn. Hopefully
you've had the chance to pop into your child's classroom and say hi. We also look
forward to meeting you at our 3-way conferences in week 7.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jamie Christensen - Room 11
 This is my fifth year here at Edendale. Along with my role as a Year 4 and 5 teacher, I am also the
Maths Within School Teacher for our Kahui Ako. I am from the U.S. originally, but I’ve been in New
Zealand since 2015 and feel incredibly lucky and happy to be here. Ka kite anō au i a koutou!
Lily Bergin - Room 12
Talofa lava! Like many Samoans of my generation, I left the sunny isles in my teens (many moons ago
now!) for tertiary education. Though I have lived here for most of my adult life  Samoa will always be
my spiritual home. Besides teaching, my other hobbies are cooking,  connecting with friends over
coffee and walking my dog. I look forward to another great year at Edendale.
Christopher Quincey - Room 13
I was born and raised in Auckland and have lived locally in Mount Albert my entire life. In my free
time, I enjoy being with my friends and creating amazing memories! I am excited about working in
the Mahi Tahi/Tuakana team this year! I’ve always enjoyed the arts and making learning as fun as
possible!
Ariel Ampano - Room 14
“Kumusta po kayo?” That’s the polite word of saying ‘Hi, how are you?” from where I come from. I am
from the Philippines and altogether I’ve been teaching for a decade now in different countries. I
might look young but I'm actually old :) or the other way around? :) People describe me as a funny
guy and teacher and because of that many want to be my friends :) Seriously, I am friendly and I love
playing with students while teaching them something valuable in life.
Braedon Schache and Liese van Dam - Rooms 15 and 16
My name is Braedon, and this is my second year teaching at Edendale School. I am passionate about
providing a fun and exciting learning environment for my students. I love a good coffee, day at the
beach, and swim training before work. I look forward to meeting you all. 
My name is Liese, and I've been teaching for 8 years now. I am excited to teach alongside Braedon
again this year, in our awesome collaborative learning space. I enjoy keeping fit and healthy outside
of school, and spending time with friends. Pop into Rm15/16 anytime and say hello - We are looking
forward to a great year.
Ingrid Cheung - Room 17
Nimen Hao! I was born in England but settled here with my family in Auckland (many years ago now!)
I have a mischievous black cat at home and he likes checking out my school work. In my spare time I
love learning different languages and I'm always on the look-out for interesting maths games.
Shamin Flanagan 
 I have been working at Edendale as a reliever and release teacher for the past 4 years.  This year I
am excited to be part of the team full time where I will be working alongside students and teachers
with Inquiry skills and learning through play. My spare time is filled with family activities with my
husband, three children, dog and spending time with  friends.
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Meet the Team - Mahi Tahi - Year 4/5

Have you ordered
your child's

stationery? A number
of our students are
still without. Please
see the office if you
still need to order.

Thank you.



 
 
Mehran Nasroallahi - Room 19
Hi there. I am a third-year student teacher from the University of Auckland who is working in Room 19 for ten weeks of this year. When I’m
not at university I’ll be playing football for TKU, my long time football club. I love football! My time here in Edendale so far has been super
great! Room 19 has been awesome and treated me so well. I cannot wait to see how much they will grow and learn this year!
 

Julia Andersson - Room 11
I am a student teacher from Sweden. I'm in my second year of a Bachelor of Education at Malmö University, but this semester I will be
studying abroad. My time here at Edendale is a part of it and I will be working in room 11 with Jamie Christensen for a few weeks. After that,
I will move on to Sydney to continue my studies. When I'm not studying I enjoy spending time with family and friends, go horseback riding or
reading.
 

Claudia Hall - Room 12
Kia ora! I am a student teacher who is excited to be working with Room 12 and Lily Bergin for over ten weeks this year. I am in my third and
final year of a Bachelor of Education at the University of Auckland. When I am not teaching or studying, I enjoy reading, spending time with
friends and family, mentoring other student teachers at the university, and working as a Brownie leader with Girl Guiding New Zealand. I am
loving the community feel at Edendale and look forward to coming back throughout the year.
 

Katrin Ruppen - Room 18
I’m a student teacher from Switzerland and I’m here for 3 weeks with Tracy 
in room 18. Before my internship, here at Edendale, I travelled with my 
husband and our two children around your amazing country for 5 weeks. 
Besides travelling, I like to do sports like yoga, running and hiking, reading 
books and to be creative with my sewing machine.
 

Linnea Jönssons - Room 15 and 16
I'm a student teacher from Sweden. I'm currently studying at Malmö 
University to become a primary teacher in art. This year I got the 
opportunity to do an internship abroad so here I am!
 I'm in room 15 and 16 and excited to be here! When I'm not studying I like
 to do sports like handball and spend time with friends and family.
Pictured left to right: Mehran, Julia, Claudia, Katrin, Linnea
 

Tracy Hewlett - Room 18 - Team Leader
I'm originally from England and I've been living in New Zealand for 14 years, apart from a brief 6-month trip back to
my home town, when I realised just how much of a Kiwi I'd become and hot-footed back. I haven't lost my English
accent though (unfortunately). I like to challenge students' thinking, convert those who don't like maths to love it,
and I'm passionate about using technology in the classroom. Outside of school I like to get out on my bike, drink
coffee and read a good thriller - but not at the same time :) 
 
Amanda Ray - Room 19
I’m looking forward to another great year in the Tuakana Team. I particularly love Maths and Science and will
continue to lead the Science at Edendale this year. I have lived locally with my husband and three teenagers since I
moved from the UK 13 years ago. If you see me around please say ‘Hi!’.
 
Tahi Vaneveld - Room 19 (Fridays)
 I'm looking forward to working in Tuakana again. I help out Amanda in Room 19 and cover Tracy's team release
time. In my free time I enjoy reading, art, learning about history, and I’m interested in conservation and
sustainability. I have lived in Auckland all my life with the exception of four years in Australia as a child and several
years working in Korea.
 
Mark Airey - Room 20
I have been working at Edendale for the past 6 years. I originally started in Year 2 and have worked across all year
levels. I am looking forward to teaching Year 6 this year. I enjoy doing pretty much anything creative.
 
Nik Edwards - Room 21
Being a teacher at Edendale is very cool and slightly weird for me because I grew up in Sandringham, and Edendale
is where I came as a student! When I’m not busy working hard as a teacher, I play music, teach dance, perform
Improv acting/comedy and do lots of handstands.
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Meet the Team - Tuakana

Meet the Student Teachers
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Getting all creative

Rooms 15 & 16 play, make and
create.

Room 18 learn about
attachment techniques

What's up in the classroom...
Hopefully your children are sharing with you what

they've been learning. Our focus of inquiry this term
is Our Place, Our World. Students are being

encouraged to find out the answers to their own
wonderings, and they'll have the opportunity to

further develop their critical thinking skills. 
In the Mahi Tahi space, we'll also have the expertise
of Shamin and Catherine. Shamin will be supporting

teachers to develop learning through play  in the
classrooms and Catherine will be integrating music

into student inquiry. It's going to be an exciting term
full of of possibilities. 

We want to share our learning in
the classroom. Our teachers are

learning how to use Seesaw
alongside the students. It's a

great way of sharing work and
connecting the classroom and
home. You will be getting an
invite over the next couple of

weeks to join your child's
class.You will then be able to see
your child's work and comment. 


