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Newsletter at a glance  
Highlights (more details are outlined in this newsletter)  

• Leadership Team message from Marg 

• Edendale Spellathon prize draw 

• PhotoLife 

• Lucky Book Club – issue 7 

• Blast from the past 

• Tamariki showcase 

• PTA news 

• 2021 term dates 

• Balmoral uniform exchange 

• 2022 out of zone enrolments 

• Kiwi Christmas books 

 

 

Tēnā koutou katoa, 

 

End of year school reports 
School reports will look different this end of year as we have not had students in front of 

us with access to assessment tools in order to make clear judgements about learning 

progress. What we are able to do is make comments about their engagement in home 

learning, and to have students reflect on their own learning. In lieu of the curriculum 

learning outcomes that your child  would usually receive, we will be providing learning 

statements explaining the curriculum material that has been covered over the home 

learning period. Teachers will comment on the key competencies based on the 

engagement and effort your child has demonstrated during the lockdown. We are very 

aware that there are many reasons why some of our tamariki have not been engaged with 

our online learning platform, and these students will have their reports based upon the 

time we were at school prior to lockdown.  
 
Survey 
A big thank you to everyone who participated in our return to work school survey as it will 

help us plan. Twenty five percent of respondents advised that their children would not 

return to school when answering the following question "Will your child/ren return to 

school if a partial re-opening [e.g., with students attending some of the time; yet to be 

determined]."  
 
Preparing your children for returning to school (ideas from KidzTherapy) 
Recently, the New Zealand Government announced a return date of 17 November for 

primary school students. This is a big change for staff, students and parents. Even our 



 

 

 

 

  

tamariki who usually adapt well to new situations may experience nerves and anxiety after 

being away from school for such a lengthy amount of time. 
 Some children may experience back to school anxiety. Whilst we all process anxiety 

differently, there are some warning signs for you to be on the lookout for. They could 

include sleep problems, difficulty concentrating, irritability, fatigue, frequent worries and 

intrusive thoughts, muscle tension and frequent headaches or stomach aches. To help make 

your whānau’s transition back to school as smooth as possible, here are some ideas for you. 
 Plan ahead: The more you plan ahead as a whānau, the less worried your tamariki will be 

about returning to school. When we send notification of any Covid-19 safety measures, 

review them with your child so that they know what to expect on the first day back. Work 

with your tamariki to put back up plans in place in case something unexpected happens. 

E.g., pack an extra face mask in their school bag just in case they lose theirs.  You could also 

discuss what your child can do if they are feeling unsure or overwhelmed. 
 Find a calm time to talk: Don’t tackle the subject of going back to school when you’re 

rushed for time or your child is already upset. Put aside time with no distractions or time 

pressures so you can talk through and address any specific worries your tamariki has. 
You can also use this time to remind your tamariki about the positives of returning to 

school. Talk through what they are looking forward to and what they enjoy most about 

school. 
 Give yourself extra time in the mornings: This is really important for the first few days 

back. We’ve all gotten used to later starts and no travel time. It will take a while for your 

whānau to get used to waking up early and getting to school on time. Ask your child what 

you can do to help ease the transition back to school e.g., walking them to the gate, so that 

you can factor this into your mornings. And lastly, make sure you also add in time to deal 

with last-minute worries or tantrums. 
 Be adaptable: Like any big transition, returning to school will definitely have its ups and 

downs. Life with COVID-19 is constantly evolving so you need to be as flexible and 

adaptable as possible. It’s highly likely that it will take time for school life to settle down 

into a new normal. If you have concerns, stay in touch with your tamariki’s teacher to work 

out the best way to support your child through the transition. 
 Adjust your expectations: This time around, students and teachers are heading back to 

school while there are still high numbers of active COVID-19 cases in the community. School 

will not be the same as it was before – your tamariki will need to adjust to being around 

large groups of people, social distancing and for all staff on site to be wearing masks all day. 
Don’t expect everything (including academics and friendships) to automatically go back to 

the way they were pre-lockdown. 
 Check in with your tamariki regularly: Be proactive about checking in on your children’s 

mental health, even if they haven’t had issues in the past. We know that depression and 

anxiety rates among young people have been soaring as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic 

and lockdowns. Keep an eye out for signs of distress and take the time to check in everyday 

to see how their day went and if you can help them resolve any unexpected difficulties. 
 And finally: In the first week back at school, our focus will be on settling our tamariki in and 

ensuring they are feeling safe, secure and connected. Whilst academics are important, 

without students feeling happy about being back at school, learning is not likely to occur.  
 
One of the best things you can do for your child in times of change is be available and 

predictable. Your tamariki need stability in times of change and with everything else in flux, 

you could be the only part of their lives that feels consistent. 

 

Back to school story: As tamariki around the country are preparing to return to school, we 

understand that this can be exciting but also a little bit scary.  Rosie of Green Grubs Garden 

Club was a teacher for 10 years.  She wrote this book to help make the transition back to 

the classroom an easier one. 

 



 

 

 

 

  

Please get in touch with us if you would like to talk to someone about your child’s return to 

school. 

 

Ngā mihi  
Nā 
 
Marg 
Tumuaki Tuarua | Deputy Principal 

 

 

Edendale Spellathon prize draw 
As announced earlier, we have raised $14000, which will go towards our swimming pool 

project. We had a prize draw last week and are excited to declare our Edendale Spellathon 

2021 top five prize winners. Here is the list of children.  

  

Khavana Christopher/Room 13 $384.81 1st Prize 

Trey Braedon/Room 26 $379.01 2nd Prize 

Anika Braedon/Room 26 $362.4 3rd Prize 

Eleazar Ariel/Room 01 $330 4th Prize 

Noah Rosie/Room 02 $300 5th Prize 

Averly Grace D/Room 22 $300 5th Prize 

  

On top of our top five winners, we have more than 50 children who raised $100 or more and 

won some exciting prizes. Congratulations to all our winners. The office have notified all the 

winners and their families about when and how to collect the prizes from school safely. Also, 

we would like to say thank you to all our children for working hard to learn their Spellathon 

words. Also, we appreciate their whānau for encouraging our tamariki to give their best and 

supporting them throughout our fundraiser's different stages, from helping them with 

sponsorship to learning and assessing them for the final results. We are grateful for working 

alongside a very supportive community. Ka pai, Edendale whānau.  

 

Last but not least, we would like to pass on our huge thanks to all our generous sponsors who 

provided us with a range of prizes for our tamariki to win. We appreciate their support to 

make this fundraising exciting and fun for the whole Edendale whānau.  

 

Organisations and people who sponsored prizes include: 

• Bunnings Warehouse, Mt Roskill 

• ASB Bank 

• New Era Technology 

• PB Tech 

• Onehunga Books and Stationery 

• Coffee Guy 

• Woods Furniture 

• Educational Essentials Limited 

• Modern Teaching Aids 

• Qizzle 

• Calimero Pizza Sandringham 

 

PhotoLife: 
Tentative dates are set for 8

th
 and 9

th
 December. More details will follow as dependent of 

Government announcements and level restrictions 



 

 

 

 Lucky Book Club – issue 7 

Book club issue 7 is out now. For this offer, while our school is in Level 3, you can order 

online for delivery direct to your home address. This is a bumper issue which is jam-packed 

with hundreds of books, 2021 best sellers, boxed sets and wonderful Christmas ideas.  

Spend over $35 and delivery is free.  

View the catalogue here: https://www.scholastic.co.nz/media/5721/book-club-student-

issue-7-2021.pdf  

Place an order using the Loop platform here: 

https://mybookclub.scholastic.co.nz/Parent/Login.aspx  

 

Blast from the past: 
These photos may bring back memories for some of our Edendale community. 

Kindly donated by Nicky Gumbrell, daughter of Gwenyth Pritchard (nee Conway) a primary 

teacher who possibly worked her practicum at Edendale Primary. 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 

   

 

  

Tamariki showcase: 
Last week was New Zealand ShakeOut day. Fabienne’s class practiced what to do in the 
event of an earthquake - drop, cover, hold. 
Evie (pictured left) showed her little brother what to do and Toby (pictured right) drew an 
earthquake onto his photo. 

 
 

 
• Raffle Winners 

Thank you everyone who contributed and bought raffle tickets for the Friends of 
Edendale Quiz Night.  
A big congratulations to all our winners !!! 
 
1st prize of the WEEKEND BACH IN RAGLAN goes to Polly from room 15 "# 
2nd Prize of  the BRAUN MULTIQUICK IMMERSION HAND BLENDER goes to Chloe 
from room 20. 
3rd prize of a FOOD HAMPER goes to Kiley-Anne Findlay 
4th prize of a FOOD HAMPER goes to Beauden from room 8 
5th prize of MAUNGAKIEKIE GOLF CLUB GREEN FEES & PAK N SAVE VOUCHERS go to 
Tenzing from room 16 
6th prize of MAUNGAKIEKIE GOLF CLUB GREEN FEES & PAK N SAVE VOUCHERS go to 
Grace from room 16 

 A big thank you to all those who donated prizes for the raffle. 
 

• New Members 
On 25th November we will be holding our AGM where we will be looking to 
nominate roles for the coming year. Next year will see several of our current 
members step down due to their children heading off to Intermediate, so we are 
on the lookout for people to bring their fresh ideas and enthusiasm and become a 
part of this wonderful group.  In particular we will be looking for a new Treasurer, 
Secretary and Chairperson, so get in touch with us if you feel this could be your 
area of calling, or join us at the meeting on the 25th.  

 
Current Friends of Edendale members:  
Chairperson: Ross Keane 
Treasurer: Tracey Whitby 



 

 
 

 

  

Secretary: Kerry Hoult  
Communications Officer: Sarah Withers 
PTA Liaison Officer: Roni Neeley 
PTA members: Kylie Darby-Smith, Jane Maddox, Ritu Munjal, Sharon Stewart, Nik 
Petricevich  
 
Meetings 
Our next meeting of the year is on the 25th November. We will also be holding our AGM at 
this time too. The meeting starts at 7pm and will be most likely held over Zoom.  If you 
would like to join us, email us on pta@edendale.school.nz. It’s always great to have new 
people come along and see what is involved with the PTA. 
 
Edendale PTA 
 
 

Edendale term dates 2021 (note these may change slightly) 
Term 4 18 October – 14 

December  
 

Additional Board meeting to discuss 
COVID response 

Morning of Friday 12 November 
(tentative date) via ZOOM. Email 
principal@edendale.school.nz to 
request an invite 

Next Board meeting Tuesday 7 December at 7:00am via 
ZOOM. Email 
principal@edendale.school.nz to 
request an invite 

Next Friends of Edendale meeting Thursday 25 November at 7:00pm. 
Email pta@edendale.school.nz to 
request an invite 

First day of school 2022 Wednesday 2 February 2022 
 
 
 
Balmoral uniform exchange: 
If you’re joining us at Balmoral Intermediate from 2022 you might like to join the Facebook 
Group “Balmoral Uniform Exchange”- this is a site where families sell or offer good quality 
uniform items they no longer require.  As the year comes to an end, and into the summer 
holidays posts will start to appear and you contact the seller directly.  Follow the 
link https://www.facebook.com/groups/520331538727636/.  

 



 

 
 

 

OUT OF ZONE ENROLMENTS 

 

DEADLINE EXTENSION 

 

 
The Edendale Primary School Board invites applications from parents who wish to 
enrol their child at Edendale Primary School for 2022.  
 
Enrolment at the school is governed by an enrolment scheme, details of which are 
available from the school office or on our website www.edendale.school.nz 
 
The board has determined that twenty places are likely to be available for out of 
zone students next year.   
 
Applications are to be made in writing, addressed to Chriss Bus, 
chriss@edendale.school.nz at Edendale Primary School.  
 
The deadline for applications is by midday Wednesday, 8 December 2021.  

 
If the number of out of zone applications exceeds the number of places available, 
students will be selected by ballot. If a ballot is required it will be held on  
10 December 2021. Parents will be informed of the outcome of the ballot within three 
days of the ballot being held.  
 
 
Jonathan Ramsay  
Principal I Tumuaki 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kia ora Edendale School 
friends and family, 

Once again we are collecting donations of 
brand new Kiwi books to gift to kids in need 
this Christmas. 

Picture books, chapter books, middle grade, 
young adult, fiction or non-fiction — we’d love  
them all, and we’d love it too if it was a book by a        
New Zealand writer or illustrator. 

We can’t have a donation box at school right 
now, so instead, please drop off your book 
donations to our porch on the driveway side at  
7 Carrie St, Sandringham or buy online from 
our local Time Out Books & tell them (in the 
shipping notes section) that your purchase is a 
Kiwi Christmas Books donation and they’ll keep 
it aside for us. 

All books will be delivered to the Auckland City 
Mission, Monte Cecelia Housing Trust, The 
Middlemore Foundation and The Aunties who 
will distribute them to the families using their 
services this Christmas. 

No need to wrap the books, and no second-hand 
books please; these kids are generally having a 
rough time and deserve something new. (For 
some this will be their first ever book, for others 
it will be their first ever Xmas present.) 

Thank you! 

 
Donations close on 
Monday, December 13th. 

You can read more about it here: 
www.kiwichristmasbooks.org.nz 

 

 
Thank you for supporting this 
wonderful cause. 

 
Georgia Sigglekow 

(Mum of Isla in Rm 25 
and Zeta in Rm 13


