
 

Kia ora Parents/Caregivers, 
Kia ora koutou and welcome to Aroha’s first team newsletter for 2020. 
We would like to welcome all the new families who have joined us at Edendale Primary this year 
and welcome back the families already with us. 
The New Entrants/Year 1 group is called Aroha and is made up of two groups: Āniwaniwa 
(located in Rooms 4 and 5) and Koru (in Rooms 25, 26 and 27). 
This term, our topic is "The Environment". We will be discussing with the children ways in which 
we can all help the planet by recycling, re-using, reducing and composting among other things. 
Please talk to your children about this topic as they will have many ideas to share with you. 
If you have some spare time throughout the week, we would welcome and appreciate any parent 
help you can offer. Please see your child’s classroom teacher if you can help out. 
Both Koru and Āniwaniwa space are looking for any contributions of potting mix, plant 
containers or plants that you do not need any more. Please hand any contributions to your 
child’s teacher. Thank you in anticipation. 
Aroha team teachers 
	

Kia ora, my name is Rosie Oliver. I live in Grey 
Lynn with my partner Clare. I have one daughter 
(Jasmine) and three grandchildren (Henry, 8 years 
old, Violet, 7 years old, and Theo,	4 years old). In 
my spare time I enjoy walking our two dogs, Wilma 
and Burt, eating out, travelling, spending time with 
my family and friends, gardening and going to the 
gym. I am looking forward to working with you all 
this year. 

	

Bonjour and Kia ora. My name is Fabienne 
(pronounced Fab-yen) Gillies and I am from 
France. I have lived in Aotearoa for many years 
and I live in Sandringham with my husband 
Duncan. I have two adult children (Pascal and 
Yasmina) and 2 grandchildren (Iset and Huia). In 
my spare time, I love spending time with my 
family, running, reading and body boarding.  

	



Kia ora, my name is Yashika Dheda and this will 
be my first year teaching at Edendale Primary 
School. I have recently completed my practicum 
at Edendale.  So I am delighted to be a part of 
the Aroha team. In my spare time I enjoy 
cooking, going to the beach and spending time 
with my friends and family. I am excited to get 
to know and work with all the children and 
whanau in Aroha this year. 

 

Kia ora, my name is Adrienne Kerin. I am 
originally from Hamilton but have lived in Mt 
Eden for over 30 years. I started relieving at 
Edendale School in 2009, and have been teaching 
full time here for five years. 
In my spare time I enjoy reading, walking around 
my local neighborhood and going to the beach. 
I am very excited to be working in the Koru space 
this year and getting to know all the lovely 
tamariki! 

Kia ora, my name is Grace Du. This is my second 
year at Edendale and my second year of teaching. 
In my spare time, I enjoy watching movies, reading, 
going to the beach, cooking and spending time with 
family and friends. I cannot wait to spend an 
awesome year with each and every one of you! 

	



	

Kia ora, my name is Suzie Neilson. This is 
my second year teaching at Edendale 
Primary School and I am really excited to 
work with your tamariki. I have two 
children aged 10 and 11. In the summer I 
love camping, tramping and mountain 
bike riding to explore our beautiful 
country. In the winter you will find me 
skiing at Mt Ruapehu and enjoying 
spending time with my family. 

 

Dia Daoibh! My name is Áine (pronounced Onya) and 
in case my accent, ginger hair and freckles didn't give 
it away, I am Irish. I moved to New Zealand 2 years 
ago. When I’m not teaching I spend my time pursuing 
my two great loves in life, photography and 
travelling. If you see me in the classroom having a tea 
party with a dinosaur, while having a sling put on my 
arm by a child, pull up a seat and join in. After all,  
play gives children a chance to practise what they are 
learning. I can't wait to see what adventures I will get 
to take with your tamariki in Āniwaniwa. 

 

	

 


