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BOARD OF TRUSTEES NEWSLETTER 

 

Here we are at the end of Term 2 after six months of what could be described as a 

rollercoaster ride like no other. Everyone, from our tamariki to our teachers and of course 

our parents and guardians, had to adapt quickly to a new learning online environment at 

short notice with the various challenges that posed. It’s been a tough and stressful time 

for many of our Edendale families with the post-lockdown anxieties only just kicking in 

now that we are in Level 1. While there is still a long road ahead as far as beating Covid-19 

is concerned, we hope our current semblance of normality will continue and that way 

keep those anxieties at bay. 

 

Community survey 
The weeks since our return to school have really underlined just what a huge focal point 

Edendale is for the Sandringham community. With our move to Level 1, there was a strong 

desire for life to return to as near to normal as possible, where we could hang out with 

our friends again and appreciate those small freedoms that we once took for granted. 

The Board was already planning to hold a review of the lockdown learning experience to 

identify areas for improvement that may be needed, especially if we do find ourselves 

having to go online again, and had begun the process of engaging a third party to do this 

work. With the recent gate proposal highlighting some more general concerns we have 

decided to take this opportunity to ask you your wider views around school life as part of 

an annual BOT community survey. 

We have since sought proposals from two consultants and have chosen our preferred 

provider. We met with them yesterday to set the scope of the survey and frame the 

questions to be answered. We hope all parents and caregivers will take the opportunity to 

contribute. 

 

Achievement levels 
Again, Covid-19 has caused a blip in our tracking processes as we would normally be 

getting the first of our cohort progress reports by now. However, the school will be 

delivering this data to the Board at our next meeting in Week 4 and shortly after that, will 

be holding curriculum evenings and parent/teacher conferences to communicate where 

things are at with students’ learning and to discuss your child’s progress. 

 

School donations 
The Board has decided to opt in once again for the Government’s offer of a $150 payment 

per student. 



 

 

 

 

  

As you will recall, this payment was part of a national scheme offered to decile 1-7 schools 

and was intended to replace the school donations. 

We have received around $15,000 of unsolicited donations from parents so far this year and 

for that we are very grateful. This will go towards our wonderful art, music and Garden to 

Table programmes that give Edendale its distinctive flavour. 

It doesn’t lessen the need for the essential fundraising work our Friends of Edendale team 

does, however, and we look forward to attending their awesome events being planned for 

the rest of the year and we acknowledge all the hard work and effort that goes into making 

them the fun occasions that they are. 

 

Property 
Meetings to discuss our various property projects have resumed again recently with a 

concerted effort being made to try and get two key projects under way over the summer 

break. 

These are the Garden to Table kitchen relocation and refurbishment and sick bay expansion. 

In November 2019, the government announced an infrastructure package, of which 

Edendale was allocated the sum of $400,000, which was aimed at addressing the non-

urgent but still necessary property upgrades many schools have. 

We have also made the decision not to continue with the plan for Swimsation to take over 

the running of the school swimming pool. This decision was not made lightly but in the end 

it was felt to be necessary for the sake of clarity. 

 

Enjoy the holidays! 
We’re sure everyone is ready for this two weeks’ break as it seems like a really long six 

months so far. Here’s hoping you all get plenty of rest and relaxation and a chance to 

unwind with loved ones. See you next term! 

 

Regards,  

Board of Trustees 

 

Contact: 
To get in touch with the Board of Trustees please use the following email:  

board@edendale.school.nz 

 

Next meeting: 
The next meeting of the Board of Trustees is Tuesday 11 August at 5:30pm. All welcome to 

attend. 

 


