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Celebrations getting closer 
by Tuakana Team Leader, Tracy Hewlett 

With just a few weeks to go until we wrap up the 
end of term 4, and the end of an era for our Year 6 
tamariki, we’re making plans for our end of year 
celebrations.  

This year students are being invited to apply for 
student awards. We are helping them with their 
applications in class, but if you could give them a 
hand at home, that would be very helpful. It isn’t a 
writing competition! We just want an outline of why 
they deserve the award and a bullet point list is a 
good place to start. Applications for the awards 
(listed below) need to be into teachers by this 
Friday. They can apply for more than one award. 

The Tuakana team will have a tough job ahead of 
them at next week’s meeting, when we will be 
making a decision on finalists. Please come and 
support your children at the prize-giving awards 
ceremony on Thursday 12th December from 12 
noon to 1pm. We’d love to see you! 

★ High Participation 2019 
★ The Carolyn Bielby Garden to Table Award 
★ Speech Award 
★ Excellence in Literacy 
★ Excellence in Maths 
★ Excellence in Science 
★ Sports Award - top female & top male 
★ Cultural Award 
★ Tahou Award - artistic & musical creativity 
★ Citizenship Award 

 

     

We had another great trip to Meola Creek and the 
MAGS farm 
last week. We 
were looking 
at the health 
of the 
streams by 
analysing 
their pH, 
nitrate 
concentration, turbidity, flow, temperature and 
identifying any organisms living in them. 

 

Chris presented the ‘Porridge Crew’ with a range of 
humorous awards last week at their shared lunch. 

Room 17 has 
been 
investigating the 
benefits of LED 
light bulbs thanks 
to the loan of this 
human generator 
from Genesis 
Energy. 

Poetry about making a change - Aryan, Rm 16 
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Term 4 Drama: Journey 
by Nik, R19 

In Term 4 Tuakana classes are using the theme of 
Journey as a starting point for creating short 
dramatic stories in class. Our theme is quite open to 
allow students lots of options for creating stories 
that are meaningful and enjoyable to them.  

The focus is on students working collaboratively to 
generate and develop ideas for their group stories, 
and then perform their scenes to the class, as time 
allows, so it’s all about: 

● Teamwork 
● Creativity 
● Time management  
● Performance skills 
● Confidence 
● Fun! 

Some of the questions that we begin from, to get us 
thinking about the theme, are: 

What is a Journey? 

What different kinds of Journeys can take place? 

When does a Journey end? What happens next? 

In our lives, we are always beginning and ending 
different journeys as individuals and as groups. 

Here’s a warm-up game we are using that could be 
fun to try at home: 

1. Choose who’s going to be the storyteller (It 
could be one person or a pair/group) 

2. Give the storyteller 3 unrelated nouns (e.g. 
mouse, frisbee, palace) 

3. The storyteller must tell a story that makes 
sense and includes all 3 words in the plot (it’s 
up to the storyteller how much detail to add, 
whether it’s a long or short story etc.) 

4. Choose an option: 
● Swap to a new storyteller and make 

up a new story! 
● Act out the story you just made up! 

 

Gliding down Meola Creek 
The murky water shifted around my long body. I 
shook myself awake, needing food soon. Swimming 
forward, I felt something brush my fin. 
I turned and saw a weird contraption of the 
mammals above; four circles, each connected by 
metal and with a large box on top. I heard noises. 
Shouting, footsteps, talking! Popping my head up, I 
saw a large wooden bridge surrounded by trees, 
shrubs and bushes. I was in a shady place, near a 
family of beaky birds. Ducks. Uggh! The noises got 
louder. Then the mammals of above were walking 
over the bridge. They polluted my home walking on 
those long lanky legs with arms that extended from 
their torso. They wore things too, things made of 
who knows what! I submerged myself in search of 
food. I swam down the creek, brushing past and 
avoiding more trash on the way. I noticed a small 
fish. Whitebait! I darted out and my sharp teeth bit 
down on it. A tasty snack, but not enough. I heard 
the mammals again. I popped my head up to see 
them looking at a large piece of wood. Huh? Around 
me was more greenery, lots of grass and the same 
bridge. I smelt a despicable odour. The mammals 
could produce these sometimes, I like to call it a 
fart. I submerged again in search of food. 
By Elijah Fox  - Room 18 
 

Town Cow 
Collage by Ali Hayat-Frost 
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