
 

 
 

   

 

  

December 2019 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES NEWSLETTER 

 

Incredibly, we find ourselves at the end of Term 4 and 2019, and what a year it’s been!  

 

Flox at Edendale 

There’s no way you could have missed the colourful display that now graces the front 
wall of Edendale.  

And it didn’t take long for our followers on Facebook to figure out that Auckland artist 
Flox (Hayley King) was the creative mind behind the beautiful design. 

For a long time, the high wall and gates out the front have been criticised for making 
the school look plain, or foreboding or not even recognisably a school. 

While the security factor is an absolute must, we decided it was time to display some 
of the vibrancy and creativity going on inside the school on the outside – and the wall 
was the perfect canvas.  

Flox is renowned for working with schools and with ours being on a major route like 
Sandringham Road it was a win win all round. 

The artwork, which she has titled The Voyage and was made in collaboration with 
another artist called TrustMe, incorporates aspects of our new Edendale logo with its 
symbols representing our art, music and Garden to Table programmes. 

She has combined that with her own love of New Zealand flora and fauna, choosing 
the migratory kuaka, or godwit, to pay homage to the tamariki of the school as they 
symbolise a sense of achievement, agility and future success. 

She also referenced some of the many different cultures of our Edendale community, 
for example Māori, Pacific, Chinese, and Indian, by including beautiful intricate repeat 
patterns, and her love of bold and vibrant colours brings it all to life and makes the 
mural really sing. 

We are thrilled with the result and hope it will cement the sense of pride in the school 
that we know many of you have. 

 

 



 

 
 

 

  

School funding: 

After much consideration the Board has decided to opt in for the Government’s offer of 
a $150 payment per student. 

This payment is part of a new national scheme offered to decile 1-7 schools and is 
intended to replace the school donations. 

We felt unable to turn down the funding although we have calculated there is likely to 
be a significant shortfall to cover what have traditionally been extras we have asked for, 
such as camp, school outings, etc. 

This decision will put greater emphasis on the fundraising work our Friends of Edendale 
team does. 

We are working on some new initiatives for 2020 to ensure that we can maintain the 
wonderful art, music and Garden to Table programmes that we all value so highly but 
which unfortunately are not considered as essential by the Ministry of Education. 

 

New Board member: 

We are pleased to announce we have a new co-opted member on the Board of Trustees 
- Damian Herrick.  

Damian has two children, a son who will be going into Year 3 and a daughter who will 
be starting school next year. 

He has a keen interest in exploring external or corporate funding and sponsorship for 
the school and has considerable experience in both professional and previous volunteer 
roles in this area. He currently works as Partnership Manager for AMP Financial 
Services. 

We are delighted to welcome Damian to the team and look forward to working 
together in the future. 

 

Property/pool: 

There was news this month that the Government has allocated millions of dollars for 
schools to spend on infrastructure. Edendale has been allocated $400,000.  

We will discuss as a board how best to spend the money as there are several areas in 
need within the school as many of you will realise.  

It is possible that the money may be needed for maintenance to the pool. Unfortunately 
we are still waiting for final confirmation from Swimsation about whether or not they 
want to take over the running of our pool and a decision around upkeep may need to 
take priority. 

 

Achievement levels: 

The Board have had reported the end of 2019 student achievement data for reading, 
writing and maths. Here are some of the highlights: 



 

 
 

 

  

Writing/Tuhituhi 

- 83% of the students are achieving at or above expectations 
- Male students are performing better than female 

Reading/Pānui 

- 78% of the students are achieving at or above expectations 
- There is a positive shift of students moving from below to at and at to above 

Mathematics/Pāngarau 

- 89% of the students are achieving at or above expectations 
- The number of students achieving above expectation is double since the mid-

year data to the board 

You will find details from the school about your child’s progress in the end of year 
report due out tomorrow (Friday). 

While there are still some areas for improvement, the Board has been actively working 
to target these areas. We have set up a whanau engagement committee and are 
working on some new ideas to implement in 2020. Details to follow. 

 

Contact: 

To get in touch with the Board of Trustees please use the following email: 
bot@edendale.school.nz 

 

Next meeting: 

The Board will be meeting next on Tuesday 25 February at 5.30pm. All welcome to 
attend. 

 

As a Board we would like to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday and we look 
forward to seeing you rested and relaxed in the New Year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


