
 
 

 
Room 1 - Hayley Eagle (Akoranga)
Hola, my name is Hayley Eagle and I am a teacher in
Room 1, Akoranga team. This is my second year teaching
and prior to that I spent 4 years as a teacher aide at an
intermediate school. I have a particular love for teaching
art! I believe that all learning should be fun and engaging,
and that the classroom should be a welcoming, safe
space where students can feel free to explore their
natural curiousity and express themselves. I’m currently
learning Spanish in my spare time and also love going
fishing, reading novels and going to Eden Park to watch
the Blues.
 
Room 3 - Callum Wood (Akoranga)
Kia ora, I am Callum Wood. I am the teacher in Room 3
and this is my first year teaching at Edendale school. I
love teaching music and P.E, and seeing my students
engaged and having fun. I believe in making school a fun
environment where children can enjoy their learning and
aren't afraid to express themselves. In my spare time I
play music, do anything that involves waves, and go on
adventures with my friends.
 
 
 
 
 
 

Room 2 - Philippa Priest (Akoranga)
Kia ora whanau, I’m Philippa Priest. I am passionate
about making learning fun and providing meaningful
experiences for all my students. I encourage all children
to meet their full potential and become life long learners.
I love teaching literacy and promoting Learning Through
PIay. I have two teenage children and live locally. During
the holidays, I enjoy  the outdoors and spending time with
my family. I am looking forward to getting to know you
all.
 
 
Room 6 - Grace Rogers (Atawhai)
Kia ora, I am Grace Rogers. I am in the Atawhai team and
the teacher in Room 6. This is my third year teaching at
Edendale school and I am loving working with the year 2-
3’s. I love my job and teaching all areas but especially
enjoy art and maths. I believe in making the classroom a
safe space where all children belong and can be
themselves. I also believe that learning should be fun! In
my spare time I enjoy going to the beach, baking and
spending time with family and friends.
 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 2-3 NEWS
A K O R A N G A  A N D  A T A W H A I  T E A M S ,  T E R M  1 ,  W E E K  3  2 0 2 0

Meet the Team: Akoranga/Atawhai

(Clockwise from top left): Latha Nayagam, Hayley Eagle, Grace Rogers,
Katrina Kiely, Julie Crombie, Philippa Priest, Melody Yong, Callum Wood.

Welcome to our first newsletter of 2020. It
has been an exciting few weeks getting to
know all of our new students and families.
Students have settled well into their new

classes, despite the summer heat and the
adjustment from holiday to school. We are

excited about the year ahead and look
forward to building relationships.

 
This year Akoranga team is made up of 3
classes downstairs and Atawhai team are
the 5 classes upstairs. We will be working

closely together and so have joined
together for our newsletters.

 
We value your involvement, feedback and
contributions in school, so keep in touch

with teachers if you have any ideas,
expertise or are able to help out in any

way.



An interview

with Jonathan

Hames, the

world's most

innovative

person.

Along with number knowledge and problem solving strategies we will
focus on Statistics within our Maths programme.
 
Students are enjoying Music lessons with Catherine our new music
teacher who has focused on singing and dancing for the first few
weeks.
 
Swimming is a Term 1 focus for P.E. which is loved by students in this
hot weather! We will be working as a team on co-operative games to
build relationships, resilience and perseverance.
 
We are fortunate to have Mere working with us each week teaching
Kapahaka and Te Reo Māori. We will be learning waiata, playing
games and performing.
 
In Digital Technology students will learn about digital safety alongside
computer and coding skills. They will also be sharing learning with you
at home using Seesaw.
 
 

WHAT ARE WE
LEARNING THIS TERM? 

The first few weeks of term have been spent building relationships and
routines. Our Inquiry  focus for the term is on reducing our waste . We
will be looking at how can we reduce so that we are sending less to the
landfill. We will also learn about composting and recycling.
 
Our Oral Language focus is 'All  About Me '. Students will create a box to
share with class and we will focus on presenting to a group and being a
good listener. 
 
As a school we will integrate Learning Through Play into our daily
curriculum.  Using books as a starter we  are beginning a play, make
and create approach. This is a fantastic opportunity for students to
develop essential life skills  and work creatively and cooperatively.
 
 
 

Room 7 - Julie Crombie (Atawhai)
Kia ora, I am Julie Crombie, teacher in Room 7 and team leader
of Atawhai team. I have been teaching at Edendale for 7 ½ years
and enjoy working alongside Year 2-3’s. I love teaching all areas
but have a particular passion for maths. I believe all learning
should be authentic, creative and fun! I live in Pt Chevalier with
my partner, 3 children, our kitten and rabbit. In my spare time I
love spending time with my family, swimming at the beach,
camping, learning languages and reading.
 
Room 9 - Katrina Kiely (Atawhai)
Tena koutou, ko Katrina toku ingoa. My name is Katrina and I am
a teacher in Room 9 this year. I have been teaching for 7 years
in New Zealand and I spent some time teaching in the USA. This
is my second year at Edendale and I am enjoying working with
the staff and whānau of Edendale. I have a 2 year old girl named
Charlotte and I would love to learn more te reo Māori. I love to
read and learn new things. I enjoy lifting weights and may even
take part in a powerlifting competition late this year.

 
 
 

 
Room 8 - Melody Yong (Atawhai)
Kia ora, I am Melody Yong, I am part of the Atawhai team
and the teacher in Room 8. This is my 3rd year teaching
at Edendale School and I have just received my full
registration as a teacher. I strongly value the importance
of creating a fun, child-centered classroom environment
that promotes a sense of belonging and I am excited to
work alongside Year 2-3s. I live in Totara Heights with my
sister. In my spare time, I enjoy going on hikes, spending
time with family and friends, baking and playing sports. I
also play Ultimate Frisbee competitively and am currently
training towards a competition in the Netherlands.
 
Room 10 - Latha Nayagam (Atawhai)
I am Latha Nayagam and I am a long standing teacher at
Edendale. My husband John is a banker and we have two
grown up children, Christian and Meryl. My son is married
and has a child and my daughter lives with us. I am
passionate about teaching and believe it is a calling .  I
always consider and do what is best for students and I
model lifelong learning in my personal and professional life.



Week 4
Thursday 19 Feb - Whānau Picnic 5-7pm

Friday 21 Feb - Team Assembly  9.15-9.45am
Week 6

Friday 6 March - Team Assembly  9.15-9.45am
Week 7

Tues 10 and Wed 11 March - Parent Teacher Conferences
Week 8

Friday 20 March - Team Assembly  9.15-9.45am
Week 10

Friday 3 April - Team Assembly  9.15-9.45am
Week 11

Wed 8 April - Open morning class visits
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

HATS
It is school policy that every student wears a hat
during morning tea and lunchtime eating and play.
Students are also required to wear hats when
outside with class. If your child has a spare hat it is a
good idea to leave one at school - please name
hats!
 
SWIMMING
Classes will be swimming each week. Students must
wear as swimming cap and bring togs and towel.
Your teacher will let you know what days your class
is swimming.
 
BOOKBAGS
We will begin sending readers home next week in
week 4. Children need a book bag to take books
home as these keep our books dry and flat. If your
child doesn't have a book bag please purchase or
make one.
 
 

REMINDERS

IMPORTANT DATES

WANTED!
LOOSE PARTS: We are always on the lookout for loose parts to
use during Learning Through Play. Items may include buttons,

wool, nuts and bolts, fabric scraps, corks, unused drain pipes and
spouting, pegs, reels, wheels etc. Items can be dropped off to

your child's classroom or to Room 3. Thank you.


