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Week 9, Term Four, 2019

ATHLETICS DAY

What an amazing year it has been. 2019 will be a year remembered for the many highlights experienced by our
tamariki, such as: Chinese New Year parade, shared lunches, swimming, Athletics Day, Matariki celebration,
author's visit, book parade, Kapa Haka, scooter training, bake sale, Garden to Table, art, Teach the Teacher,
Inquiry, coding and several trips. Thank you all for your support with  these events. 
 
This year saw us begin our journey exploring learning through play in our classrooms and we have observed
students extend their thinking, creativity, problem solving skills, communication and self managing skills over
the year.  We also began exploring collaborative working spaces and students were able to work with different
teachers within the team.  The Akoranga teachers are excited to continue to develop these areas next year. 
 
Finally on a personal note, I would like to end by saying a big thank you for the privilege of working with you and
your children. I have loved my time at Edendale and will leave here with many fond memories.  On behalf of the
Akoranga teachers I would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas, a happy new year and safe summer
holiday. 
 
                   Ngā mihi
                   Charmaine Herman 
                   Akoranga Team Leader
 
 

                                                                                     
On Wednesday 27th November, Akoranga and Atawhai Teams took part in the Year 2 and 3 Athletics Day. The day
started with a range of events, such as long jump, high jump, hurdles, shot put, javelin throw,  frisbee throw, sack
races, egg and spoon races and an obstacle course. During the second block the children participated in running
races. We would like to thank the parents who contributed their support on this day.

UPCOMING DATES
11 December - Akoranga Shared Lunch
13 December - Reports Emailed Home
13 December - Final Day (School Closes at 1pm)
28 January - First day of term 1, 2020
 
 



How to Make a Booklet           
By Amily Fei     
                                                                                                

Have you ever made a booklet before? 

Just follow these instructions.  

 

You will need: 

5 pieces of coloured paper, 30cm of string, a ruler

and a needle.  

 

1. Get 5 pieces of coloured paper.

2. Cut 30cm of string.

3. Thread the string through the needle.

4. Fold the 5 pieces of coloured paper one by one. 

5. Stack them together.

6. Then leave 2cm on each side. After that you

punch 2 holes in the middle. 

7. Put the string through the holes and tie 2 knots.

8. Give the book to the teacher and then the

teacher will trim the sides.

9. When it is completed take it home.

 

You could use your booklet to write a story, draw

pictures of your family and friends or give it to

your parents as a Christmas gift. Making a booklet

is quite easy, why don’t you make one of your

own?

Akoranga team has taken a student-led approach for
Inquiry this term. Children have chosen topics based
around water, from researching about sea creatures to
different water transportation. Students then used the
information they had gathered to present it in a variety of
ways, such as, a diorama, poster, a stop motion video or
google slides.

WATER, WATER
EVERYWHERE

ART

This term rooms 3, 4, and 5 were the final three

classes in Akoranga to have their turn participating

in the Garden to Table Program. Students learnt new

skills in the kitchen as well as the garden. 

This term our tamariki have enjoyed making colourful booklets
with Kus in the art room. Amily wrote a procedure on it.

GARDEN TO TABLE



SWIMMING SAFETY
“Swimming was excellent!” Brady from Room 3 sums
it up perfectly! The children enjoyed being in the
water and learning about ways to keep safe this
summer. They learnt many new water safety skills
such as floating on their backs and sculling
through the water.  Further safety skills
included: The help sign- “Don’t wave your hand or
people will think you are saying hello.” (Jessica), how
to cross a river safely in a group as well as how to
put on a life jacket and stay together in the
water. They also had plenty of fun creating
whirlpools and attempting to swim against the
current. “The water was pushing against me and
making me go backwards” (George).

2019 REFLECTIONS

Making paper marbling was
fun because it was a surprise
to see what I had made.  

- Brady

I can figure out problems at
Maths problem solving because

I can use materials and also
what I know. 

- Charlotte

Maths problem solving has
made me smarter.

- Akshaya

I enjoyed making a raft 
with my friends because I got to

spend more time with them. It
was a little raft and I am going to

test it.   - Sienna

I can figure out problems and I
like writing because I get to use

my imagination.  
- Holly

I learnt about plants. We grew
beans and did you know there
are seeds inside a big bean?     

 - James

I learnt lots about 
animals and their habitats and
also volcanoes by researching

them. I used books and and
technology.  - Nina

I learnt perseverance when 
I made lots of marble tracks with
my friends. If it doesn’t get to the
end, we keep on trying again and

again.  - Brady

All the trips were fun
especially Birkenhead Leisure

Centre. - Jessica


