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Education Review Report 
Edendale School 

The purpose of ERO’s reviews is to give parents and the wider school community assurance about 
the quality of education that schools provide and their children receive. An ERO school report 
answers the question “How effectively is this school’s curriculum promoting student learning - 
engagement, progress and achievement?” Under that overarching question ERO reports on the 
quality of education and learning outcomes for children and for specific groups of children including 
Māori students, Pacific students and students with special needs. ERO also reports on the quality of 
the school’s systems for sustaining and continuing improvements. The report answers four key 
questions about the school. 

Findings 

1 Context 
What are the important features of this school that have an impact on student learning? 

Edendale School is a large urban school for students in Years 1 to 6. Students come from diverse 
cultural backgrounds and this contributes to the cultural richness of the school. Seven percent of the 
school population identify as Māori and many of the students are from India, Asia or Pacific nations. 
The 2011 ERO report noted that many students, including Māori and Pacific students, achieve at or 
above expected curriculum levels for their age group. This good achievement continues to be 
evident. 

There is a positive tone in the school and learning environments foster students’ sense of inquiry. 
Children have a sense of wellbeing: they are confident, capable and enjoy learning. 

2 Learning 
How well does this school use achievement information to make positive changes to learners’ 
engagement, progress and achievement? 

The board, senior leaders and teachers use achievement information very well to make a positive 
difference for students. Assessment and evaluation of student achievement is extensive and 
meaningfully reported by senior leaders to the board of trustees. This information is then used well 
to set teaching and learning targets and to identify school priorities. Teachers at all levels of the 
school are knowledgeable about student assessment and committed to improving student 
achievement. Teachers take shared responsibility for promoting positive learning outcomes for 
children. 

Students at Edendale School achieve very well. Publically available school achievement information 
shows that the school has high levels of achievement in reading and writing. School leaders 
recognise that some students require further support in mathematics in order for the school to meet 
the goal of 85% of students achieving the National Standard for their age group. 

Students are highly engaged in differentiated learning programmes. Teachers design programmes 
that are responsive to individual student needs based on their very good knowledge of students’ 
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capabilities. Senior leaders and teachers focus on helping students to develop a clear understanding 
of their own learning, where they are at, and what their next steps will be. 

Students are confident in their ability to learn. They see themselves as active participants and 
engage purposefully in learning. Students are taught the skills of learning and this is reflected in 
learning outcomes and high levels of student achievement. Students with special needs are very well 
supported to learn. Rigorous school systems mean that students are identified early and close 
monitoring helps to ensure that they achieve good outcomes.  

From the outset teachers endeavour to involve parents in their children’s learning. They make a 
deliberate effort to engage with parents, to share ideas and ensure they have a good understanding 
of the child’s family context. This good practice facilitates responsive teaching and learning 
approaches.   

Pacific students are well represented across all achievement bands. However, as a group they are 
achieving less well than other students in the school. Teachers’ sustained focus on raising the 
achievement of this group is starting to show positive results. School leaders are committed to 
working alongside Pacific families to continue strengthening learning partnerships. 

3 Curriculum 
How effectively does this school’s curriculum promote and support student learning? 

Teachers work collaboratively to provide a highly effective student-centred curriculum. School goals 
reflect The New Zealand Curriculum vision, values and principles. Students and teachers share 
respectful and affirming relationships that promote learning. Teachers encourage students to be self 
directed learners who are increasingly taking ownership of their learning.  

Good quality teaching and learning programmes engage students successfully. Literacy and 
mathematics are an appropriate focus in all classrooms. Alongside this sits a specialist music and art 
programme that all children participate in. The school’s focus on science is seen in the success of the 
Garden to Table programme. Teaching programmes continue to evolve in response to identified 
student needs and strengths. The school recognises that further inclusion of bi-cultural and multi-
cultural content in learning contexts should help to enrich the relevance of the curriculum for many 
students. 

Senior leaders and staff actively participate in professional learning and development that is 
strategically planned in response to identified needs. Because professional development has been 
strategically planned it has been sustained and is making a difference to student outcomes. 

How effectively does the school promote educational success for Māori, as Māori? 

Edendale School has 43 students who identify as Māori. They are achieving well above the relevant 
National Standard for reading and writing. In common with the wider school group, they require 
continued support to make accelerated progress in mathematics. Māori student achievement is 
identified in all school data collection and used purposefully as part of the board’s strategy to 
empower and enable Māori learners.  

Maori students achieve well across all areas of the school.  They report feeling valued as Māori and 
take an active role in leadership and enjoy participating in school kawa. Tuakana- teina approaches 
are evident in classrooms school wide and students appreciate these reciprocal and supportive 
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learning relationships. Māori students identified that they would appreciate greater opportunities to 
learn te reo Māori within the school curriculum. 

4 Sustainable Performance 
How well placed is the school to sustain and improve its performance? 

The school is very well placed to sustain its current good practices and continue to improve its 
performance. 

Trustees bring useful experience to their governance role. They work well together to provide 
effective governance and strategic leadership. They are well informed about student achievement, 
curriculum development and school initiatives. There are good working relationships between the 
board and school leadership, leading to strong cohesive governance, management and school 
sustainability. The board has a clearly articulated vision that is well shared and evident across all 
areas of the school.   

The principal promotes a model of leadership that intentionally promotes distributed leadership 
across the school, recognising people’s capabilities and building school capacity. The principal and 
senior leadership team have high expectations of themselves. Their trust in the teaching team as 
professionals is based on sound performance management systems and a collegial, open culture of 
ongoing inquiry and improvement.  

Trustees and school leaders are responsive to external and internal review.  School improvement is 
aligned to the school’s strategic direction. Self review is meaningful and well used to sustain and 
improve school performance. It is timely and seeks a variety of perspectives from across the 
community. The outcomes of review are well considered and provide good information and a sound 
rationale for school decisions. Good outcomes for students lie at the heart of all school decision 
making. 

The board has identified strengthening community liaison as an area for development and is seeking 
ways to engage more fully with the community. This engagement is likely to benefit all stakeholders 
as the community becomes increasingly diverse. 

Board assurance on legal requirements 

Before the review, the board of trustees and principal of the school completed the ERO Board 
Assurance Statement and Self-Audit Checklists. In these documents they attested that they had 
taken all reasonable steps to meet their legislative obligations related to: 

x board administration 
x curriculum 
x management of health, safety and welfare 
x personnel management 
x financial management 
x asset management. 
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During the review, ERO checked the following items because they have a potentially high impact on 
student achievement: 

x emotional safety of students (including prevention of bullying and sexual harassment) 
x physical safety of students 
x teacher registration 
x processes for appointing staff 
x stand-downs, suspensions, expulsions and exclusions 
x attendance. 

 

Conclusion 

Students at Edendale School experience high quality education within a diverse and inclusive 
environment. They engage purposefully in learning and enjoy the wide range of curriculum 
opportunities. Effective school governance and leadership result in the school being very well placed 
to further sustain high quality learning experiences for students. 

ERO is likely to carry out the next review in four-to-five years. 

 

 

 

Dale Bailey 
National Manager Review Services 
Northern Region 

19 December 2014  
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About the School 
 

Location Sandringham 

Ministry of Education profile number 1265 

School type Contributing (Years 1 to 6) 

School roll 559 

Gender composition Girls  51% 
Boys  49% 

Ethnic composition NZ European /Pākehā 
Māori  
Indian 
other Asian  
Chinese 
Samoan  
Tongan 
Cook Island Māori 
Niue 
other ethnicities 

30% 
  7% 
20% 
  7% 
  6% 
  6% 
  5% 
  3% 
  3% 
12% 

Review team on site October 2014 

Date of this report 19 December 2014 

Most recent ERO report(s) Education Review 
Education Review 
Education Review 

July 2011 
April 2008 
March 2005 

 

 


